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Chronology of Loss and Damage evolution under the UNFCCC 



WIM: Functions and institutional arrangements

Three functions of the WIM



WIM: Executive Committee (ExCom) 

The ExCom comprises 20 members: 

10 members from Annex I Parties;

10 members from non-Annex I Parties:

• 2 members each from Africa, Asia-Pacific, and Latin American and the 
Caribbean;

• 1 member from Small Island Developing States (SIDS);

• 1 member from the Least Developed Countries (LDCs);

• 2 additional members from non-Annex I Parties.

The Executive Committee (ExCom), established at COP 19, is mandated 
to guide the implementation of the functions of the WIM.

https://unfccc.int/process/bodies/constituted-bodies/wim-excom/members


ExCom’s current five-year rolling workplan (2023−2027)

20 cross-cutting activities: 
• Engaging those that are at the forefront of 

climate change 
• Developing tools and methodologies related to 

loss and damage
• Collaborating with constituted bodies, and 

operating entities of the Financial Mechanism
• Promoting synergies and collaboration with 

relevant organizations, processes, agendas and 
frameworks

• Developing and disseminating knowledge 
products and related capacity building

• Communicating and fostering public education

16 activities under the five workstreams below, covering:
• Increasing awareness on topics related to the five 

workstreams and outreach
• Developing databases and methodologies
• Collecting good practices and amplifying across regions
• Developing knowledge products and technical guides
• Building partnerships with external stakeholders

See the full details of the ExCom rolling workplan 2023−27

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Second_five-year%20rolling%20workplan_ExCom.pdf


WIM: ExCom’s thematic expert groups



Range of expertise 
convened through 
the five thematic 
expert groups



Expert group on slow onset events: Plan of Action 
and outputs

The focus of the current plan of action (2024−2026) is to:

• Produce three technical guides on the selected water-related slow onset 
events to showcase approaches for responding to these events, taking 
into account regional particularities, traditional knowledge and local 
practices: 

✓ Sea level rise – published in Feb 2025

✓ Glacial retreat and desertification – in the pipeline. See the teaser

• Increasing awareness and sharing information on slow onset events at the 
global, regional and national levels, via outreach materials, webinars and 
events

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Second_PoA_SOEs.pdf
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/bodies/constituted-bodies/key-knowledge-products-2023/2024/executive-committee-of-the-warsaw-international-mechanism-for-loss-and-damage/technical-guide-on-sea-level-rise
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/WIM_TEASER_3.pdf


Expert group on non-economic losses: 
Plan of Action

The focus of the 1st rolling plan of action (2021−2024):
• Stocktaking relevant data, tools and knowledge on 

non-economic losses.
• Awareness-raising, outreach and support strategy.
• Enhancing technical guidance and catalyzing 

support.
• Developing recommendations for the Executive 

Committee for consideration by Parties.

• New plan of action (Sep 2025 −) to be developed and 
included in the 2025 reporting for COP 30/CMA.7

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/POA_NELs.pdf


Expert group on non-economic losses: Outputs

• Technical publications: 

▪ A technical paper on non-economic losses, featuring loss of territory and habitability, ecosystem 
services and biodiversity, and cultural heritage (tangible and intangible), published in November 
2024, informed by various approaches submitted by countries and organizations in February 2024, 
covering diverse aspects of:
▪ Integrating key non-economic losses considerations in policies and planning, immediate or early response 

efforts, long-term resilience efforts for irreversible non-economic losses, and 

▪ Engaging those that are at the forefront of climate change.

▪ Technical guide on averting, minimizing and addressing non-economic losses in the context of 
human mobility in the pipeline to be published for COP 30. See teaser Expert consultations held in 
September 2024.

• Databases:

▪ An inventory of information sources related to averting, minimizing and addressing non-economic 
losses, based on information collected via a call for submissions in April 2023.

▪ An online database of organizations that expressed interest in working with the expert group. 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/bodies/constituted-bodies/key-knowledge-products-2023/2024/executive-committee-of-the-warsaw-international-mechanism-for-loss-and-damage/technical-paper-on-non-economic-losses-featuring-loss-of-territory-and-habitability-ecosystem
https://unfccc.int/WIM-ExCom/NELs/2024_case_studies
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/WIM_TEASER_4.pdf
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/bodies/constituted-bodies/executive-committee-of-the-warsaw-international-mechanism-for-loss-and-damage/expert-group-on-non-economic-losses/submissions-on-the-information-sources-related-to-averting-minimizing-and-addressing-non
https://unfccc.int/wim-excom/NELs/organization-mapping


Technical Expert Group on Comprehensive Risk 
Management: 2nd Plan of Action

Compendium on comprehensive risk management approaches vol.2. published in February 2025, covering 
pre-emptive action, contingency arrangements, managing impacts, transformative action and governance. It 
also provides information on how risk management tools can be used to address certain forms of loss and 
damage that are aligned with the climate-related representative key risks identified in IPCC reports. 

The development of the Compendium was informed by recent case studies submitted, covering actions, 
measures and approaches that respond to loss and damage from the impacts of climate change. 

Risk-informed 
planning,  

implementation and 
solutions.

Climate risk 
assessment 
and services​.

Humanitarian 
perspective on 

climate risk.

Social 
protection.

Climate and 
disaster impact 

monitoring.

The 2nd plan of action (2022−2024) broadly covered:

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/bodies/constituted-bodies/key-knowledge-products-2023/2024/executive-committee-of-the-warsaw-international-mechanism-for-loss-and-damage/compendium-on-comprehensive-risk-management-approaches-volume-2
https://unfccc.int/process/bodies/constituted-bodies/WIMExCom/TEG-CRM#Compendium-on-CRM-Approaches-Vol2
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/TEG-CRM_PoA.pdf


Technical Expert Group on Comprehensive Risk Management: 
Further outputs

Examples of further outputs catalyzed under its 2nd plan of action (2022-2024)

• Three publications by individual members of the TEG-CRM: 
▪ “Key Findings Related to Loss and Damage from the IPCC AR6 WGII Report on Impacts, 

Adaptation and Vulnerability”.
▪ “Addressing Loss and Damage: What can we Learn from Countries’ National Adaptation 

Plans?”.
▪ “The Role of Early Warning Early Action in Minimizing Loss and Damage”.

• Other outputs by the TEG-CRM members’ organizations: 
▪ “Technical guidance on application of climate information for comprehensive risk 

management” and a thought leadership course on ”Synergizing Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Climate Change Adaptation”.

https://www.climatecentre.org/wp-content/uploads/RCCC-TEG-CRM-Key-Findings-Related-to-losses-and-damage_WIM-ExCom-V3.pdf
https://napglobalnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/napgn-en-2023-addressing-loss-damage.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/early_warning_early_action_for_minimising_loss_and_damage.pdf
https://www.undrr.org/publication/technical-guidance-application-climate-information-comprehensive-risk-management


The 3rd Plan of Action (2022−2024) focuses on:

▪Fostering a shared understanding of approaches to averting, 
minimizing and addressing displacement associated with climate 
change impacts.

▪Supporting Parties with practical user-friendly tools for implementing 
the recommendations.

Recent technical product published in November 2024

✓ Technical guide on integrating human mobility and climate change 
linkages into relevant national climate change planning processes 
providing operational information and tools. Designed as a step-by-step 
resource, the guide outlines key steps for mainstreaming human mobility 
into NAPs and can be adapted and applied to specific contexts and 
institutional needs.

Task Force on Displacement: 3rd Plan of Action

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Third_rolling_PoA_TFD_%202022.pdf
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/bodies/constituted-bodies/key-knowledge-products-2023/2024/executive-committee-of-the-warsaw-international-mechanism-for-loss-and-damage/technical-guide-on-integrating-human-mobility-and-climate-change-linkages-into-relevant-national


Task Force on Displacement: further outputs

▪ Technical guide on averting, minimizing and addressing non-economic losses in the context 
of human mobility, under development jointly with the expert group on non-economic 
losses. See teaser.

▪ Technical guide on accessing finance to avert, minimize, and address the impacts of 
displacement associated with the adverse effects of climate change, to be published by 
COP 30. See teaser.

▪ Technical session on integrating human mobility considerations into NAPs held at the 2024 
NAP Expo, Contribution to events at the Human mobility pavilion at COP 28.

Examples of further outputs under its 3rd Plan of Action (2022-2024)

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/WIM_TEASER_4.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/WIM_TEASER_5.pdf
https://expo.napcentral.org/2024/sessions/human-mobility-in-naps/


Action and Support Expert group 

The Action and Support Expert group focuses on aspects relating to finance, technology and 
capacity-building to address loss and damage. The 1st Plan of Action focused on:

• Clarifying how developing country Parties may access funding from the GCF for loss and 
damage 

• Information on available sources of support for loss and damage
• Assisting ExCom’s collaboration with relevant bodies and organizations under and outside 

the Convention and the Paris Agreement, such as the Standing Committee on Finance, GCF, 
GEF

Recent publication

An analysis Paper on case studies of projects funded by the Green Climate Fund (GCF) in relation to the 
strategic workstreams of the Warsaw International Mechanism, published in November 2024

https://unfccc.int/process/bodies/constituted-bodies/WIMExCom/Action-Support
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/POA_ASEG.pdf
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/bodies/constituted-bodies/executive-committee-of-the-warsaw-international-mechanism-for-loss-and-damage/case-studies-of-projects-funded-by-the-green-climate-fund-in-relation-to-the-strategic-workstreams














WIM ExCom   Technical products in the pipeline 

• Technical guide on desertification (with the Expert group on slow onset event)

• Technical guide on glacial retreat (with the Expert group on slow onset event)

• Technical guide on averting, minimizing and addressing non-economic losses in the context human mobility (with the 
Expert group on non-economic losses and the Task Force on Displacement)

• Technical guide on accessing finance for averting, minimizing, and addressing the impacts of displacement 
associated with climate change impacts (with the Task Force on Displacement)

• Tbc: Biennial Global Research Update on Non-Economic Losses (with the Expert group on non-economic losses)
• Tbc: technical guide on cultural heritage (with the Expert group on non-economic losses)
• Tbc: technical products by the Technical Expert Group on Comprehensive risk management

Useful links
• Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and Damage webpage
• Executive Committee webpage 
• Annual reports 
• Workshops and meetings 
• Knowledge products published by the Executive Committee 

UNFCCC ExCom page

https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/loss-and-damage/warsaw-international-mechanism#eq-3
https://unfccc.int/wim-excom
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/bodies/constituted-bodies/reports-of-the-wim-excom
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/loss-and-damage/workshop-and-meetings
https://unfccc.int/wim-excom#Knowledge-products



