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3.3.  INTERNATIONAL  
CONSULTATION AND ANALYSIS 

This section provides information to help the reader 

understand the adopted modalities and guidelines for 

international consultation and analysis (ICA) and the 

composition, modalities and procedures for the team of 

technical experts (TTE).

What is ICA?

At COP 16 in 2010, Parties decided to conduct ICA of BURs 

from non-Annex I Parties under the Subsidiary Body for 

Implementation (SBI).41 This process aims to increase the 

transparency of mitigation actions and their effects and 

consists of two steps: 

1. A technical analysis of the BUR by a TTE; 

2. A facilitative sharing of views in the form of a  

workshop under the SBI.

ICA is to be conducted in a manner that is non-intrusive, 

non-punitive and respectful of national sovereignty. 

Discussion about the appropriateness of domestic policies 

and measures is not part of the ICA process. Effectively, 

what it means is that Parties can choose policies and meas-

ures to address climate change based on their domestic 

priorities. The choice of such measures would not be the 

subject to the ICA, which will rather focus on the informa-

tion provided on the chosen policies and measures.

The modalities and guidelines for ICA were adopted  

at COP 17.42 COP 19 adopted a further decision on the 

composition, modalities and procedures of the TTE for  

undertaking the technical analysis of BURs under ICA.43  

The modalities and guidelines for ICA will be revised 

based on the experiences gained in the first round of ICA 

no later than in 2017. Figure 10 below shows the key ele-

ments of ICA and the following sections describe in more 

detail the current provisions of the above decisions and 

corresponding guidelines.

41) Decision 1/CP.16.

42) Decision 2/CP.17

43) Decision 20/CP.19
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ICA is a very new process, which is quite different from 

the compilation and synthesis of the national commu-

nications from non-Annex I Parties. While the primary 

objective of the ICA process is to enhance the transparen-

cy of mitigation actions, it is also expected to contribute 

towards the capacity-building of non-Annex I Parties 

leading to improvement in the quality of its BURs over the 

period of time.

When will ICA be conducted?

The first rounds of ICA will be conducted within six 

months of the submission of the first round of BURs by de-

veloping country Parties. As noted above, the first round 

of submission of BURs commences in December 2014. The 

frequency of participation in subsequent rounds of ICA by 

developing country Parties is determined by the frequen-

cy of the submission of BURs, which is normally every 

two years, with special flexibility for SIDs and LDCs, who 

may undergo ICA as a group of Parties at their discretion. 

However, an individual summary report will be prepared 

for each BUR analysed.

How will TTEs be composed and operate?

A TTE will be composed of experts nominated to the 

UNFCCC roster of experts, taking into consideration the 

expertise needed to cover the areas of information con-

tained in the BUR and the national circumstances of the 

Party concerned.44 It should include, as a high priority and 

to the extent available, at least one CGE member and up to 

one third of the TTE. For other experts on the TTE, priority 

will be given to experts who served as members of the CGE 

given their experience and familiarity with the national 

circumstances of developing countries.

Parties are invited to nominate technical experts with  

the relevant qualifications to the UNFCCC roster of  

experts, which will be maintained by the UNFCCC  

secretariat. In the selection of the members of the TTE,  

the secretariat will be guided by the CGE and shall report 

to the CGE on the composition of the TTEs on a semi- 

annual basis. The secretariat will provide administrative 

support to the TTE. 

The CGE will develop and organize training programmes 

for nominated technical experts, taking into account the 

difficulties encountered by non-Annex I Parties in the 

preparation of their BURs. Once the CGE training pro-

gramme is established, only those nominated experts  

who have successfully completed the CGE training pro-

gramme shall be eligible to serve in the TTE.

It is envisaged that each TTE shall be co-led by two experts: 

one from an Annex I Party and another from a non-Annex 

I Party.  In composing the TTE, the following criteria need 

to be taken into account:

• Experts shall be nominated to the UNFCCC Roster 

of Experts and successfully completed this training 

programme for the TTE developed by the CGE;

• The overall composition of the expertise of the team 

should cover the areas of information contained in 

BUR, and as outlined in paragraph 3(a) of annex IV 

to decision 2/CP.17, taking into account the nation-

al circumstances of the Party concerned;

• A TTE shall include, as a high priority and to the 

extent available, at least one CGE member and up to 

one third of the TTE;

• Overall composition of the TTEs should be such 

that the majority of experts come from non-Annex I 

Parties;

• Geographical balance among the experts selections 

from non-Annex I and Annex I Parties;

• Experts shall neither be a national of the Party 

whose BUR is under analysis nor be nominated by 

that Party, nor have been involved in the prepara-

tion of the BUR under analysis;

• The same TTE shall not be involved in undertaking 

the technical analysis of successive BURs.

The exact number of the members to be included on a TTE 

is not clearly set in the decision.  This is to allow for flexibil-

ity in the composition of the teams on a case by case basis. 

Further, the participating experts serve in their personal 

capacity. 

As noted above, ICA and the TTE is a new process, which 

at the time of writing has not yet been tested. There will 

be a lot of learning-by-doing along the way and Parties 

will shape the process through experience. It is therefore 

advantageous for Parties, in particular those currently 

preparing their BURs, to participate actively in the process 

from the beginning.

 

What will the analysis of the BURs under the ICA entail?

An analysis by a team of technical experts (TTE) 
The TTE will conduct a technical analysis of the BURs  

submitted by non-Annex I Parties, either as a summary

44) Decision 20/CP.19.
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of parts of their national communications in the year in 

which the national communication is presented or as a 

stand-alone BUR, and any additional technical informa-

tion that may be provided by the Party concerned. This 

will be conducted in consultation with the Party, and will 

result in an individual summary report for each BUR sub-

mitted and analysed.

In the course of the analysis, the TTE shall identify the 

extent, to which the BUR of the Party concerned includes 

the key elements of information, including:

(a) national circumstances and institutional arrange-

ments

(b) the national GHG inventory report;

(c) information on mitigation actions, including:

 (i) a description of such actions;

 (ii) an analysis of their impacts and the associated     

          methodologies and assumptions;

 (iii) the progress made in their implementation; 

(d) information on domestic MRV;

(e) information on support received.

In consultation with the Party concerned, the TTE will 

identify capacity-building needs in order to facilitate the 

reporting of information in subsequent BURs and partici-

pation in ICA.

As shown in figure 11 below, the TTE shall complete a 

draft summary report within three months after the start 

of the technical analysis. The draft summary report will be 

shared with the respective non-Annex I Party for review 

and comment, which needs to be provided within three 

months of its receipt. The TTE will then respond to and 

incorporate the comments provided and finalize, in con-

sultation with the Party concerned, the summary report 

within three months of receipt of the comments. The 

summary report will be noted by the SBI in its conclusions 

and will be posted on the UNFCCC website.

In the course of a technical analysis, the Party concer  ned 

may voluntarily provide the TTE with additional techni- 

cal information that can facilitate the technical analysis  

of its BUR.

 

Facilitative sharing of views

The SBI will, at regular intervals, convene a workshop for 

the facilitative sharing of views for all Parties for which 

there is a BUR and a final summary report. The facilitative 

exchange of views will consist of a one- to three-hour 

session for each non-Annex I Party or group of Parties. 

The exchange will be open to all Parties, all of whom will 

be allowed to submit written questions in advance. The 

session will consist of a brief presentation by the Party or 

Parties concerned on their BUR, followed by oral questions 

and answers among Parties.

The outcome of ICA will consist of the summary report by 

the TTE and the record of the facilitative sharing of views.

Figure 11: 
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