
 

Page 1 of 2 

 

For use of the media only 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

UN Climate Change Secretariat to Showcase Worldwide Climate Action:  

Momentum for Change Call for Applications Now Open  

 
(Bonn, 31 March 2014) – Starting today, communities, cities, businesses and governments that 

are taking the lead on tackling climate change can apply to have their game-changing initiatives 

recognized by the UN Climate Change secretariat. 

 

The secretariat officially opened the call for applications for its 2014 Lighthouse Activities 

today as part of wider efforts to mobilize action and ambition as national governments work 

toward a new universal climate agreement in 2015. 

 

“This year, we are looking to do things a little differently,” said UNFCCC Executive Secretary 

Christiana Figueres. “We will still shine a light on small, entrepreneurial solutions that are 

changing communities, as well as large initiatives that are transforming cities, businesses and 

governments. But we’re also looking to highlight initiatives with a bigger impact than ever 

before. Effectively addressing climate change requires action from all levels of society and 

from every sector, with efforts that are both small and large.” 

 

The 2014 Lighthouse Activities will be selected by an 18-member, international advisory panel 

as part of the secretariat’s Momentum for Change initiative. Launched in 2011, Momentum for 

Change shines a light on the groundswell of activities underway across the globe to address 

climate change. This provides a positive context for international climate negotiations, showing 

that action on climate change is not only possible but that it is already happening – in the hopes 

of inspiring others to do the same.  

 

Winning activities will be announced in November 2014 and officially recognized and 

celebrated during a series of special events in December at the UN Climate Change Conference 

in Lima, Peru.  

 

The high visibility of the annual UN climate change negotiations creates a prominent platform 

on which the Lighthouse Activities are showcased and publicized – resulting in spin-off 

benefits that help the activities expand even further. For example, 2013 Lighthouse Activity 

winner Bernice Dapaah, whose organization builds bamboo bicycles in Ghana, was recently 

named a 2014 Young Global Leader by the World Economic Forum. Demand for her bamboo 

bicycles has spiked so dramatically she can barely keep up with orders pouring in from across 

the globe. 

 

“Seeing these activities scale up and replicate is the really exciting part,” said Ms. Figueres. “It 

shows that climate action is increasing and picking up momentum as it goes.” 

 

 

http://www.momentum4change.org/
http://unfccc.int/secretariat/momentum_for_change/items/6648.php
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Applications for the 2014 Lighthouse Activities are being accepted until 23 May 2014 at 

www.momentum4change.org 

 

Please note that UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres will host a Google Hangout 

today (31 March) from 15:00 to 15:30 (CEST) to talk about the call for applications with 

previous Lighthouse Activity winners. Watch live at www.momentum4change.org  

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Sarah Marchildon, Communications Officer, United Nations Climate Change Secretariat, at: 

smarchildon@unfccc.int | +49 228 815 1065 

 

 

Learn more: 

unfccc.int 

momentum4change.org 

Momentum for Change on Facebook: facebook.com/ unfcccmomentum  

Momentum for Change on Twitter: @Momentum_UNFCCC 

UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres on Twitter: @CFigueres 

 

Digital assets: 

High-resolution images of the 2013 Lighthouse Activities are available at: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/md77sbijzm5f3jz/metZ3E8kvO  

 

Short videos of the 2013 Lighthouse Activities are available at: 

https://vimeo.com/user14800810  
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